
Dicey’s Song
Abandoned by their mother, 
Dicey and her siblings travel 
to their Gram’s house, 
where Dicey learns to let go.

Jacob I Have Loved
Louise attempts to emerge 
from her twin sister’s 
shadow and find an identity 
of her own.

A Gathering of Days
Thirteen-year old Catherine 
chronicles her daily life in 
19th-century New England 
in diary form.

Sarah, Plain and Tall
A widowed farmer puts out 
an ad for a mail-order bride 
to help him care for his 
children; Sarah responds. 

The Hero and the Crown
Aerin is a princess born to a 
land hoping for an heir. But 
Aeirin proves that she can 
save the kingdom herself.

Dear Mr. Henshaw
A boy writes letter after 
letter to his favorite author, 
who encourages him in his 
writing and in growing up.

Maniac Magee
In this modern folk tale, 
“Maniac” Magee confronts 
racism and violence in his 
small town.

Number the Stars
In Nazi-occupied Denmark, 
Annemarie risks everything 
to save the life of her Jewish 
best friend.

The Whipping Boy
A bratty prince and his 
scapegoat servant are 
forced to trust each other 
when they are kidnapped.

The Giver
When Jonas becomes the 
Receiver, he realizes that 
the perfect world he calls 
home is really a nightmare.

Missing May
When her Aunt May dies, 
Summer and her Uncle 
Ob must find a way to live 
through the pain of loss.

Shiloh
Marty goes to great lengths 
to save and harbor a young 
beagle from its abusive 
owner, who seeks revenge.

The View from Saturday
A diverse group of four 
sixth-graders find unity 
and friendship during an 
Academic Bowl.

The Midwife’s Apprentice
A medieval orphan without 
home or name rises from 
the (literal) dung heap and 
finds her place in life.

Walk Two Moons
While searching for her 
missing mother, Sal tells her 
grandparents the exciting 
story of her friend Phoebe.

Bud, Not Buddy
In 1936, 10-year-old Bud 
runs away to meet the jazz 
musician he supposes is his 
father.

Holes
Sentenced to dig holes for 
a crime he didn’t commit, 
Stanley Yelnats unearths 
more than just dirt.

Out of the Dust
A novel composed in free-
verse about a family who 
just barely survives the dust 
bowl in the 1930s.

Crispin: The Cross of Lead
In the 1300s, A wrongfully 
accused peasant boy flees 
from bounty hunters and 
discovers his destiny.

A Single Shard
In 12th century Korea, a 
potter’s apprentice sets 
out on a quest to win his 
mentor a royal commission.

A Year Down Yonder
In 1937, teenager Mary 
Alice moves in with her 
grandmother and becomes 
her partner in crime.

Criss Cross
Two fourteen-year olds, 
Debbie and Hector, navigate 
the crossroads of life as 
they leave childhood behind.

Kira-Kira
In the 1950s, A Japanese-
American family move to 
Georgia and try to see the 
light in a prejudiced world.

The Tale of Despereaux
The journey of three 
dreamers—a mouse, a rat, 
and a servant girl—in search 
of something better.

The Graveyard Book
His family murdered, Bod 
grows up in a graveyard 
filled with ghosts and 
monsters.

Dead End in Norvelt
Grounded for life, Jack 
Gantos spends his summer 
writing obituaries for the 
founders of his small town.

Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! 
Twenty-Two dramatic 
vignettes each featuring 
a different resident of an 
English village in 1255.

Moon over Manifest
Stuck in Manifest, Kentucky, 
for the summer, Abilene 
goes on a hunt to uncover 
the  town’s deepest secrets.

The Higher Power of Lucky
Eavesdropping on twelve-
step programs, ten-year old 
Lucky decides a “higher 
power” can fix her life, too.

When You Reach Me
Miranda’s life seems to 
be falling apart when she 
starts receiving notes that 
predict her future.12 11 10
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